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Introduction

Abstract*

More than three hundred years ago, Seattle City
was a place of wilderness, occupied by non-humans
and the Duwamish Tribe and Suquamish. After the
continuous human habitation of the village site, the
dominance of Seattle has eventually shifted from
non-humans to humans. While non-humans have
been lived in the city all the time and seek a better
living space.
The project proposes a multi-functional green
network operating at different scales to co-habitat
and reconnects between humans and non-humans.
By restoring natural habitat patches in existing
locations of urban green spaces in Seattle City and
connecting them with co-habitation corridors in
public lands. With continuous access to humans
and non-human species, different types of habitats,
and distinct types of public space, it seeks to
integrate ecological and social values with cultural
manifestations.
The main strategic goals are achieved by
transforming the existing infrastructure systems
including public roads, railways, and highways. It
focuses on designing a transportation system for all
non-human species to pass through habitat
patches. By creating different types of habitats and
evident boundary conditions, the design aims to
attract and sustain non-humans in the network.

10
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— Richard T.T. Forman,
Urban Ecology: Science of Cities, 2014

Introduction

“We have just become an
urban species, Homo sapiens
“urbanus.” Half the human
population now lives in urban
areas. ... These newcomers will
squeeze in now within a single
generation. How welcoming is
our land, our urban space, our
planet?”
14

Introduction

In Wikipedia, a city is defined as a large human

But, nature is crucial to human beings. Looking back

settlement. However, the cities are not only the

to the history of urban parks. It has been developed

existence of mankind. The situations of living in the

from the early fenced grasslands to pastoral

cities with animals throughout history are common.

landscape to the water soundscape in modern

No matter for what reason or purpose

cities. It has ecological values for both humans and

(transportation tools or food production), the

non-humans. More importantly, in the psychology of

coexistence of humans and animals is not a new

environment, the biophilia hypothesis suggests that

concept. In the theory of dualism, the terms of

humans possess an innate tendency to seek

human and nature or human and animal are always

connections with nature and other forms of life.

opposed to each other. But from the perspective of
the origin of life, human beings are not clearly

Currently, natural habitat patches for non-humans

distinguished from other animals. In the literature

are missing. The urban development and

review, the separation of human life from other

transportation systems in most cities focus on

forms of life is inaccurate. Therefore, humans and

humans. and they have become obstacles and

animals are not opposites.

changes between habitat patches. Tons of news all
over the world reporting the shreds of evidence of

From a historical perspective, the dominance of the

non-humans existing in the cities show the adapting

world shifts from non-humans to humans. The

in some way and their potential to cohabitate and

relationship between humans and non-humans

reconnect to humans.

changed from nature worship to taming of nature to
the separation. The agriculture revolution, industrial
revolution, and urbanization have been changing
and affecting the earth systems since the birth of
mankind. The present generation is called the
Anthropocene because of its tremendous impact on
the earth. The process of urbanization has reduced
and fragmented ecological habitats and animals
have been forced to leave or conflict with humans in
the process of integrating into the city.

15

Introduction

interactions.
The assumed controversy of interrupting some
vehicular transportation in Seattle with a robust
landscape system gestures towards an eventual
disruption to the current Anthropocene epoch.

Research Question
The connections between human nature and
non-human nature have changed over time. In the
past, the boundary between human nature and

[Rewilding Seattle: A green network for both humans and non-humans.]

non-human nature is permeable. But now, the
urban development blocks most connections. In
the future, landscape spaces may become an
intermediate zone for humans and non-humans to
connect.
How can landscape become a space that reconnect
humans and non-humans?
How can landscape design become a tool to restore
habitats for non-humans and provide safe public
spaces for humans?

The conflicts between humans and non-humans

non-human species, different types of habitats, and

usually occur at the intergradation of human nature

distinct types of public space, it seeks to integrate

and non-human nature. The problems are universal.

ecological and social values with cultural

The investigation focuses on Seattle City as a

manifestations.

“But for all our buildings
and lights and roads, for
all our signs and words,
that human presence is
only a thin film
stretched over mystery.
Let sunlight flame in a
blade of grass, let night
come on, let thunder
roar and tornados whirl,
let the earth quake, let
muscles twitch, let mind
curl about the least
pebble or blossom or
bird, and the true
wildness of this place,
of all places, reveals
itself...”
—Scott Russell
Sanders, Staying Put:
Making Home in a
Restless World, 1993

primary study area which is historically one of the
most important human settlements.

The main strategic goals are achieved by
transforming the existing infrastructure systems

The project proposes a multi-functional green

including public roads, railways, and highways. It

network operating at different scales to co-habitat

focuses on designing a transportation system for all

and reconnect between humans and non-humans.

non-human species to pass through habitat

By restoring natural habitat patches in existing

patches. By creating different types of habitats and

locations of urban green spaces and connecting

evident boundary conditions, the design aims to

them with co-habitation corridors in public land use

attract and sustain non-humans in the network,

areas. With continuous access to humans and

while still supporting humans’ complex social

16
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Chapter One
The shift of the World’s Dominance

Image: Burst / Pexels

The Shift of the World’s Dominance
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The Shift of the World’s Dominance

A brief history of humans and nonhumans.

Between 510 and 471 million years ago, animals

relationship between humans and non-humans for

originally evolved in the sea. Between 200,000 and

the first time. Since then, people began to cultivate

300,000 years ago, homo sapiens, the first modern

some animals for transportation.

humans, evolved from their early hominid
predecessors in the Great Rift Valley. In the year

- Industrial Revolution / No longer relying too

1776, James Watt improved the steam engine

much on nature

which was fundamental to the changes brought by

The Industrial Revolution brought about an

the Industrial Revolution. Since 1950, the rapid

important change from a traditional agricultural

growth of urbanization in the world has led to a

society to a modern industrial society. People no

high proportion of the population living in cities. In

longer rely on animals as a means of production and

the year 2020, animals are rewilding and

transportation. The environmental pollution caused

reoccupying the cities under pandemics.

by the development of industry also affects the
living environment of animals.

The occupation of lands and spaces kept shifting

The Shift of the World’s
Dominance

throughout history. In this process, the roles of
humans and non-humans continue to change and
influence each other.
- Paleolithic Age / Nature Worship
People in the Paleolithic age lived in groups and
began to use simple stone tools. People live by
collecting plants, fishing, and hunting wild animals.
At that time, human beings knew little about nature,
competed with wild animals for life, and had awe
and admiration for nature. In 1906, Weissenborn

A Roberts loom in a weaving shed in
1835.
Mechanized factories, powered by a
central water wheel or steam engine, were
the new workplace. (Source: Illustrator T.
Allom)

believed that animal worship originated from

- Urbanization / Separation of Humans and Non-

human curiosity, and people believed that animals

humans

were sacred.

In the 19th century, the rapid growth of urban
population caused the separation of humans and

“Wonder resulted from primitive man’s observations of this distinctive
trait and this wonder eventually induced adoration. Thus, primitive man
worshipped animals that had inimitable traits ”
—Weissenborn, Johannes <Animal-Worship in Africa>

non-humans. The further development of
transportation makes people no longer need to raise
animals in the city. The construction of modern
cities makes the urban environment no longer
suitable for the survival of wild animals. The
animals were forced to leave the city.

- Neolithic Age / Taming of Nature
About 12,000 years ago, the invention of agriculture
brought mankind into the Neolithic Age. Cultivating
crops and taming domestic animals changed the
20
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The Shift of the World’s Dominance

The Timeline of the Earth*

The Timeline of the Earth
Agriculture, the industrial revolution, and urbanization have
been changing and affecting the earth systems since the
birth of mankind. The present generation is called the
Anthropocene because of its tremendous impact on the
earth.
22
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The Shift of the World’s Dominance
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The Shift of the World’s Dominance

The Influences of
Anthropocene

Turbidite beds, a sedimentary rock, from Cornwall, England.

Measures of the Anthropocene: 1750-2000
The sharp upward spike in all of the trends displayed on this
graph show how human activity has increased since the Great
Acceleration. (Source: Smithsonian Institution)

The Anthropocene is a geological epoch of today,

Since 1750, human activities are believed to have

used to summarize the impact of humans on the

continued to grow rapidly, affecting the earth in all

earth, including geology, ecosystems, climate, and

directions. According to records, data like

biodiversity.

population, water use, carbon dioxide, surface
temperature are analyzed to explain the human

Scientists in the Soviet Union used the term

impact on the world.

Anthropocene to refer to the most recent

“‘We are in the Anthropocene!’
exclaimed Nobel-prize winning
atmospheric chemist Paul Crutzen
in frustration at a conference in
2000. ”

geological period in the 1960s. In 2000,

In addition, mankind is witnessing the sixth mass

atmospheric chemistPaul J. Crutzen promoted the

extinction of the earth. Many experts believe that

concept of Anthropocene because of the huge

human activities have accelerated this process.

influences of human behavior on Earth’s
atmosphere. The humans’ impacts are so so
significant as to constitute a new geological
epoch. As of July 2020, neither the International
Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) nor the
International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS)

—Erle C. Ellis. <Anthropocene: A
Very Short Introduction>
26

has officially approved the term as a recognized
subdivision of geologic time. (Wikipedia)
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The Shift of the World’s Dominance

Deforestation in the United States
Humans are constantly changing the earth systems.
Deforestation in the United States is influential in the past four
hundred years.
Source: William B. Greeley, US Forest Service
28
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Human Nature and Non-human Nature
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Chapter Two
Human Nature and
Non-human Nature

Image: Jared Lichtenberger

Rewilding Seattle

Human Nature and Non-human Nature

“Language, tool use,
social behavior, mental
events, nothing really
convincingly settles the
separation of human
and animal.”
—Donna Haraway

32
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Human Nature and Non-human Nature

Literature Review*

Corbis via Getty Images / Getty Images

“The idea of nature is one of the most widely employed in
philosophy and by the same token one of the most ill-defined.
Authors such as Aristotle and Descartes relied on the concept of
nature to explain the fundamental tenets of their views, without
ever attempting to define the concept.”
- Andrea Borghini

- Meyer, Elizabeth. The Expanded Field of

- Haraway, Donna. A Cyborg Manifesto Landscape

Emerged from dualism, natureculture is a hybrid of

wildlife is not included in this article because they

Landscape Architecture, 1997

Cyborg, 1985

nature and culture. Their connection in ecology is

are not included in human communities.

In this article, the author tends to use non-binary

The definition of landscape cyborg is a hybrid of

inseparable. The boundary between humans and

terms and thinkings to look at and describe the

human and nonhuman natural processes. It brokes

nature is breached. It emphasizes both ecological

From my perspective, the discussions about the

world. She makes the distinction between nature

up the boundary between human and animal,

aspects and cultural elements of spaces that

rights of domesticated and liminal animals are

and culture. But they should not be the opposite.

organism and machine. The concept is advancing

humans and animals share. The author illustrates a

important. It doesn’t put humans and animals on

The separation of human life from other forms of

even in the contemporary world.

human–alloprimate interface. An example is in Bali,

opposite sides. But the discussion could be

Indonesia. Balinese people and long-tailed

expanded. Although wildlife does not belong to the

life (vegetal and animal) is inaccurate. She
supposes that these binary thinkings make people

From this perspective, the definition of cyborg could

macaques keep the balance between each other

human community, they are part of the current

feel like controlling nature, instead of belonging to

be extended. In current society, medical applications

and developed a mutual ecology.

components of cities.

one of them. In the field of landscape architecture, it

of machines changed human bodies, human all

Key Term: Natureculture

Key Term: Rights of Domesticated and Liminal Animals

must avoid binary thinkings too. Man and nature are

benefit from the combination of machines and

not the opposite. There is a gap or intermediate zone

organisms. For example, electronic devices are put

- Cordeiro-Rodrigues, Luis. Tensions between

- Ellis, Erle. Anthropocene: A Very Short

between man and nature. The author also suggests

in human bodies to maintain lives. For further

Multicultural Rights and the Rights of

Introduction, 2018

that using human nature and non-human nature to

explanation, the definition of cyborg may not

Domesticated and Liminal Animals: An Analysis of

It gives a brief introduction of all aspects of the

describe the field. The purpose of the landscape

restrict to the physical combination. It could be

Will Kymlicka and Sue Donaldson’s

Anthropocene. The definition of Anthropocene is

cyborg is inspiring and helpful. It deconstructs the

extended to usages of machines. All aspects of

Philosophy, 2015

the period that human activity is the dominant

ordinary pair of man-made and natural. It helps to

current societies relate to machines. Machines and

In this article, the author discusses the rights of

influence on earth. The author introduces the origin

construct the basic theory of ecological systems

industrial aspects of society could be seen as

domesticated and liminal animals. It starts from the

of life and humans. And humans are changing the

design. An example of this condition is water

natural products of the human process. So, the

definition of domesticated and liminal animals. The

earth since we were born. The big influences

systems within the park (a hybrid of machine and

urban systems of humans are part of human nature.

author defines domesticated animals are nurtured

happen with the agriculture and industrial ages.

organism).

Key Term: Landscape Cyborg

and chosen for particular purposes. When they are

Humans also lead to the extinction of other species.

categorized into human communities. They should

The author also denies the distinction between

- Malone, Nicholas and Ovenden, Kathryn.

be given citizenship which includes all the rights,

original nature and nature civilized by humans.

Natureculture, 2016

protections, and communal resources. However,

Key Term: Anthropocene

Key Term: Human nature and non-human nature; Landscape
Cyborg
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Human Nature and Non-human Nature
Photo: Ansel Adams / Kinney Lake, 1928

“No less important was
the powerful romantic
attraction of
primitivism, dating back
at least to of that the
best antidote to the ills
of an overly refined and
civilized modern world
was a return to simpler,
more primitive living.”
—William Cronon

- Forman, Richard T.T. and Michael Godron. Patches
and Structural Components for a
Landscape Ecology, 1981
The landscape ecology theory concludes the
characteristics and components of ecosystems. The
author gives detailed features and effects of
patches, matrix, corridors, habitations, and
networks.
Upon the edge effect of a patch, the edge condition
of a patch in urban condition actually creates a
complex interactive zone and provides the
possibility of sustaining more animals.
Key Term: Landscape ecology; Patch; Matrix; Corridor; Habitation;
Network

- Cronon, William. The Trouble with Wilderness,
1995
The author introduces the different definitions of
wilderness through history. The original definition of
wilderness refers to landscape and is attached with
negative emotions. The impression of the word is
savage and terror. Later, it has changed into positive
emotions like sacred. The purposes of
transformation could be concluded to sublime and
36

frontier. In the wilderness, the boundary between

recovery of paradise. The author also defines

human and non-human gets blurred. The places on

wilderness as “A tract or region uncultivated and

earth that are close to god also defined as sublime

uninhabited by human beings”. It proposes that

landscapes.

humans will be the minority in these places. The

Key Term: Wilderness

jungle is defined as “The dwelling-place of wild
beasts”. The concept of wilderness contains “the

- Slater, Candace. Amazonias Edenic Narrative,

sense of freedom and temporary isolation”. An

2012

example is national parks. These carefully defined

At the beginning of the article, the author

spaces create an unbounded feeling for humans.

introduces two types of Edenic narratives. The first

Key Term: Wilderness; Jungle

one is that humans and other creations live in
harmony and perfection. It implies the separation of
humans and nature. The other one is “a perfect past
or deep fears about continuing loss”. It suggests the
37
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Connections Between Theories
Selected terms and summarized connections in the relative
theories about the relationship between humans and nonhumans.
38
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The History of Parks
From the early fenced grasslands to pastoral landscape to the water
soundscape in modern city. The existence of nature always is an important
part in urban areas.
40
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Human Nature and Non-human Nature

Why do humans need nature?
Urban parks appeared by the hygienist movement in the
19th century. The existence of urban green spaces can level
up the quality of life in cities. They produce fresh air, absorb
some pollutions, and help control temperature and humidity
against the heat island effect.
The existence of nature in urban areas functions as natural
habitats for non-humans. It provides food resources, living
spaces, and encourages biodiversity.
In the psychology of environment, the biophilia hypothesis
suggests that humans possess an innate tendency to seek
connections with nature and other forms of life. It reduces
stress and blood pressure, enhances the immune system
and environmental perception.
Source: Wikipedia
43

45

Human Nature and Non-human Nature

Why do non-humans need to live in the city?
There are animals exiting in the modern city that adapt to city in some way.
The development of the city pushes the boundary between city and habitat
and forces animals to enter the city.
Source: Mapbox / Google
46
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Understanding Seattle
Credit: Jeff boyce / Pexels

Chapter Three
Understanding Seattle
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Understanding Seattle

Conflicts Map Between Humans and Non-humans
The conflicts between humans and non-humans usually occur at the
intergradation of human nature and non-human nature. Seattle city is an
example.
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Understanding Seattle

Brief History of Seattle*
Founding1

towering as high as nearly 400 ft covered much of

By the time the first European settlers arrived, the

what is now Seattle.

had reached 237,194.
High Tech5
City Parks4

The stream of new software, biotechnology, and

At the same time as the city was expanding

Internet companies led to an economic revival,

For Seattle, the gold rush created a boom that

dramatically, the city planners began to put in parks

which increased the city’s population by almost

Timber town

attracted people from all over the world even after

and boulevards under a plan designed by the

50,000 between 1990 and 2000.

Seattle in its early decades relied on the timber

the gold rush ended. In 1890, Seattle’s population

Olmsted Firm, providing numerous parks and about

industry, shipping logs to San Francisco. A climax

was 42,837. By the turn of the century, that figure

twenty miles of boulevard which link most of the

forest of trees up to 1,000–2,000 years old and

had almost doubled, and by 1910, the population

parks and greenbelts within the city limits.

people occupied at least seventeen villages in the
areas around Elliott Bay.
2

52

Gold Rush

3

Resource1&5: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seattle
Resource2&4: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Seattle
Resource3: https://www.legendsofamerica.com/waseattleklondike/
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Coyote Range Expansion Map
Since 1900, the geographical distribution of coyotes has shown an
expansion trend. Between 1920 and 1930, the coyotes migrated northward
and reached Seattle.

54
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Chapter Three

West Seattle coyotes: Backyard sighting caught on camera
Joe shared that photo a short time ago after spotting the coyote in a
backyard in the 3900 block of 55th SW.
Source: https://westseattleblog.com/2013/11/west-seattle-coyotesbackyard-sighting-caught-on-camera/
56
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Understanding Seattle

Population Distribution Map
of Human

Population Distribution Map
of Coyote

Population Distribution Map
of Opossum

Population Distribution Map
of River Otter

Population Distribution Map
of Bobcat

Population Distribution Map
of Raccoon

Population Distribution Map
of Black Bear
60

Population Distribution Map
of Red Fox

Population Distribution Map
of Cougar / Mountain Lion

Population Distribution Maps
The population distribution map of each species shows the
most frequently witnessed areas and occupied patterns.
Due to the numbers of non-human reports, coyote,
opossum, river otter, and raccoon are more common to show
up in this city.
61

Understanding Seattle

Chapter Three
First trip of Seattle streetcar, Occidental Avenue and Yesler Way, 1884
Source: https://www.historylink.org/File/4005

Transportation Network*
There are planes, railroads, light rails, streetcars,
buses, and cars for transportation in Seattle.
Among them, cars are the most important mode of
transportation. The transportation of railways and
streetcars in history has affected the land use of
this city.
The city is an isthmus, with a bay on the west and a
lake on the east. The north-south traffic has
passed through the Interstate 5 of the city. The
traffic on the west depends on the ferry, and the
traffic on the east has bridges across the lake.
The public transportation here is mainly light rail,
streetcar, and bus.
Transportation: Plane, rail, light rail, streetcar, bus, car.

Transportation Map
Drawing illustrate different means of transportation in Seattle
City. It includes airports, bridges, highways, rails, light rails, and
ferries.
62
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Chapter Three

Downtown + Commercial
Land Use Diagram
Institutional + Industrial
Land Use Diagram

Seattle’s land use is more concentrated. With
downtown as the center, commercial areas are
scattered along the main road. The industrial zone

Park
Land Use Diagram

Land Use*

is attached to the river and is convenient for
shipping. The institutional areas are located next
to these areas. Residential areas fill the remaining
space in the city.
64
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Chapter Three

Analytical Map of Humans and
Non-humans
By combining all previous analytical
maps, this synthetic map shows the
overlaying areas of non-humans reports
and different land uses. In the following
pages, five transects help to understand
the possible attractions and beneficial
elements for non-humans.
66
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Transect A: Downtown - Expressway - Commercial

Transect B: Residential - Railway / Light Rail - Industrial
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Transect C: Residential - Lake

Transect D: Residential - Expressway / Bridge - Lake

Transect E: Park - Residential

70
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Chapter Three

Species Profile*

72

SP

SSR

SR

- Seattle City
- Human

- Seattle City
- Non-human
- Require specific habitat
- Possibility to occur conflicts

- Seattle City
- Non-human
- Require specific habitat

R

N

*SSR / SR

- Seattle City
- Non-human
- Require general habitat

- Seattle City
- Non-human
- Fit most habitats

- Washington State
- Non-human
- Require specific habitat
- Possibility to occur conflicts

73

Understanding Seattle

Chapter Three

Common Species Profiles in Seattle City
Create species profile cards for common species in Seattle. Sort
out their physical characteristics and habitat needs, and then
give them different priorities with colors. In this project, green
card species require specific habitats and have the potential to
occur confilts with humans.
74
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Chapter Three

Ocean Habitat
Source: Blaque X / Pexels
77

78

Understanding Seattle

79

80

Understanding Seattle

Chapter Three

Sandy Area Habitat
Source: James Wheeler / Pexels
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Chapter Three

Salt Marsh Habitat
Source: Irina Iriser / Pexels
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Chapter Three

Fresh Water Lake or Pond Habitat
Source: Pixabay / Pexels
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Chapter Three

Fresh Water Marsh or Sandy Area Habitat
Source: Daria Sannikova / Pexels
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Chapter Three

Scrubland Habitat
Source: Bioversity International / H.Gaisberger
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Forest Habitat
Source: Skitterphoto / Pexels
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City Habitat
Source: Brianna Martinez / Pexels
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The Flow of Energy: 10% Rule
10% of the energy is transferred from one trophic level to the
next trophic level.
Text Source: https://www.texasgateway.org/resource/foodchains-food-webs-and-energy-pyramids

Main Food Web of Seattle

The relationship between living things and living
things is extremely complex, and the food web is a
limited visual representation of the real ecosystem
(Wikipeida: Food Web). Complex connections such
as the food web are also the basis for the stability of
the ecosystem. As shown in the figure, after sorting
out the main organisms in Seattle, only more than
100 typical species have such complex ecological
connections.
109
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Credit: Doug Walker

Rewilding Seattle
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Rewilding Seattle

Active Time Diagram*

“Animals must move across
land to survive - for water, for
food, for minerals. Existence
depends upon some kind of
movement: you move, or the
land kills you where you stand.”
— Brian Herbert and Kevin J. Anderson, Dune: The Butlerian Jihad, 2002

Source: https://www.zoo.org/urbanwildland
113
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Chapter
ChapterThree
Four

Future Vision
The whole proposal restores
some natural habitats in
existing locations of city parks
and connects them by creating
co-habitation corridors in
public land use areas.
115
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Rewilding Seattle

Phase One
Natural Habitat Patches

Phase Two
Non-human Corridors

Phase Three
Human Programmes

Phase Four
The Greener Future

Rewild some areas of Seattle City to restore natural

Create eco-corridors for non-humans to connect

Provide human access to eco-corridors and

Restore more ecological patches and corridors to

habitat patches for non-humans.

between urban patches.

different programmes for human activities.

form a stronger ecosystem.

117
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Chapter Four

Cohabiting Corridor Typologies
This project focuses on designing a transportation system for all
non-human species to use between habitat patches. By creating
different habitats and boundary conditions, it helps to attract
and keep them stay in the landscape network. While it still
supports humans’ complex social interactions.
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Grassland
This habitat type is mainly designed for animals that have
been highly adapted to urban life like raccoons and
sparrows. It takes over the vehicular circulation of public
roads to create grassland habitat. At the same time, this
design provides more space for human activities.
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Section of Grassland Habitat / Daytime

Section of Grassland Habitat / Nighttime
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Scrubland
By transferring the original highway traffic to a lower level,
it reuses the original elevated structure. It enhances and
transforms the top level into a scrubland habitat.
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Section of Scrubland Habitat / Daytime

Section of Scrubland Habitat / Nighttime
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Forest
The original rail lines are lower than the ground level on two
sides. The spacious lands near rail lines provide the
opportunity to recreate the forest habitat.
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Section of Forest Habitat / Daytime

Section of Forest Habitat / Nighttime
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Salt Water Wetland
This location is in a relatively flat area in Seattle. It has the
potential to introduce saltwater to create wetlands and
ponds for non-humans in the city. Water is the main feature
of this design. It functions as a natural barrier between
non-humans and humans.
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Section of Salt Water Wetland Habitat / Daytime

Section of Salt Water Wetland Habitat / Nighttime
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Fresh Water Wetland
Due to the topography, the project creates freshwater
wetlands in several locations for specific species.
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Section of Fresh Water Wetland Habitat / Daytime

Section of Fresh Water Wetland Habitat / Nighttime
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Rewilding Seattle

The New Freeway Park*

1. Fresh Water Pond Habitat
2. Forests Habitat
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3. Amphitheater
4. Steps

5. Common Lawn
6. Flexible Plaza

7. Stepped Platform
8. Shrubland Habitat
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The New Freeway Park
Through the whole green network, it connects and renovates
relevant green spaces. The new freeway park shows how it
functions as a central station for non-humans to connect
different corridors.
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Fresh Water Pond and Wetland Habitat
To restore the freshwater wetland and pond habitat in the
existing location of the freeway park, the existing highway traffic
circulation will be moved to the lower level. The structure will be
redesigned and enhanced to achieve the function.
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Fresh Water Wetland / Daytime
In the daytime, people in the downtown area can enjoy the water
features in this landscape.
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Fresh Water Wetland / Nighttime
In the nighttime, non-humans who need freshwater resources
might come through connected corridors.
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Forest and Shrubland Habitat
This area of the new freeway park connects back to other
highway corridors. It creates an entry plaza for non-humans who
come from other corridors.
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Forest and Scrubland / Daytime
In the daytime, people can have a wild landscape experience.
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Forest and Scrubland / Nighttime
In the nighttime, the vegetated area can provide shelters and
protections for non-humans.
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Findings and Reflection*

In the current Anthropocene epoch, we tend to think

First of all, most humans do not realize the

unable to empathize with the non-human, and we

about the world in the position of the human being.

importance of non-human and ecological habitats

are unable to fully think and design from the

Through tens of thousands of years of evolution,

to human beings. Nor does it value the non-human

non-human point of view. From previous studies and

human beings have dominated the present world. In

environment. It can be witnessed in most of the

experiments, I have been able to learn about the

my Urban System Studio last year, we considered

history of cities. In the process of urbanization,

characteristics and habits of the non-humans

the possibility of non-human clients for landscape

many animals have made many changes to adapt to

involved and to make scientific inferences about

projects, which also made me start to think about

the cities designed for human beings, such as

what might happen. It is doubtful whether the

the current attitude of the landscape architecture

changing their living schedule and allowing

design based on scientific analysis and conjecture

industry towards ecological projects. In the past,

themselves to travel at night to reduce conflicts.

can achieve the original purpose and effect. It may

when people discussed the ecological value and

This makes many animal species invisible in the

be difficult to know until the project is actually

importance of landscape, they tended to emphasize

cities.

implemented. I hope that more people will pay

the role of plants. Today, more and more animal-

attention to this topic in the future and that there

oriented ecological projects are emerging, with a

Secondly, my design is mainly aimed at the existing

will be more related experiments to support future

general focus on birds and aquatic animals. This is

urban layout characteristics and infrastructure.

designs.

based on the current situation of most sites, but

Urban infrastructure, which helps humans move

also due to the design problems and impacts of

around and provides transportation services, but

larger animals.

hinders non-humans, is a disadvantage in today’s
urban layout. Through the planning and proposal of

Since last year, I’ve been thinking about the

the existing urban transport system, the project

relationship between humans and non-humans. In

turns the infrastructure into a place to provide

my Independent Study Project this winter, I looked

services for both human and non-human beings, as

for answers from different literature materials,

well as to establish new connections with each

which also gave me a different understanding of

other through the establishment of the cohabiting

this topic, thus starting my thesis Project. As for my

space.

thesis project, I have the following findings and
reflections.

Finally, there is no practical evaluation system for
non-human landscape design. As humans, we are
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More than three hundred years ago, Seattle City
was a place of wilderness, occupied by nonhumans and the Duwamish Tribe and Suquamish.
After the continuous human habitation of the
village site, the dominance of Seattle has
eventually shifted from non-humans to humans.
While non-humans have been lived in the city all
the time and seek a better living space.
The project proposes a multi-functional green
network operating at different scales to cohabitat and reconnects between humans and
non-humans. By restoring natural habitat patches
in existing locations of urban green spaces in
Seattle City and connecting them with cohabitation corridors in public lands. With
continuous access to humans and non-human
species, different types of habitats, and distinct
types of public space, it seeks to integrate
ecological and social values with cultural
manifestations.
The main strategic goals are achieved by
transforming the existing infrastructure systems
including public roads, railways, and highways. It
focuses on designing a transportation system for
all non-human species to pass through habitat
patches. By creating different types of habitats
and evident boundary conditions, the design aims
to attract and sustain non-humans in the network.

